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16 Experts

Offer their Ideas to
Solve the Threatening

UN SDG6 Crisis
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Is “Water for All” a
complex topic? Well...




And that is a
straightforward
statement:
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| could be enforcing

Hasmik's statistic by

explaining how 1 million

people die from water, sanitation,
and hygiene-related diseases
every year.




Or how a child under b is
20 times more likely to
die from a waterborne
Illness than from
war-related violence.
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This sometimes sounds
like an abstract story.
What? No Water? Come

on, are you serious?
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Your gender plays a
role too:




In Cape Town, Day Zero
referred to the point
where Municipal Water
Supply would have to be
shut down because of the
Water Shortage. Since
the Cape Town event in
2017, similar challenges
arose In other places, like
Chennai in 2019.
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Water Reuse is actually supposed to
support 9% of our Water Needs by
2030, while desalination contributes
to a further 2%.
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Indeed, there’'s a bigger picture at play:







We're used in the Water Industry to see
any new treatment or effort to
clean-up as a new cost. Because
indeed, nothing’s for free, so extending
a network, building a treatment plant

or surveying water quality will have a
cost.
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This is also what Claudia Winkler

and Alice Schmidt describe in their
“Sustainability Puzzle” book as Mickey
Mouse thinking. Yes, everybody agrees
that Sustainable Development exists
and relies on a triple bottom.

But that triple bottom today
Is heavily unbalanced. The
economy is Mickey’'s head,
while Environment and
Societal aspects only are
its ears.







What did we see so far? Well, clearly,
there’s a problem. Too many people
don’'t have access to safe water
sources, and the challenge will not

solve itself alone.
Al

‘m@\
Y

) 4

4
e 3 1
¥




That we don’'t do much
IS an understatement.
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The problem is that on the broader
scale of things, that mess doesn’t
get the attention it deserves
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Indeed, in September
2015, 193 countries
adopted the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.
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These 17 goals were
supposed to pave a
sustainable road

towards 2030.







A challenge when you
consider that in 2020,




But what's a challenge
when 193 countries unite
to overcome it? You see it
coming. Don’t you?




Regarding safe and
affordable drinking water
for all,

- '




Regarding safe and
affordable drinking water
for all,

Only 11% of
the countries
are set to
meet the Goal

by 2030.

Let me repeat that. More countries
will be in a worse situation regarding
sanitation and hygiene in 2030 than
will reach the Goal. Hence the urge:
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43 billion dollars per year
70 billion dollars per year
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What are we really

investing in? Well, 16
billion dollars for both.

14% of what would be
needed.




Two opinions here.
For David, let's be
realistic and do
our best to align
ourselves by 2030
to meet the goal by
2050. For Mina, it is
simply not acceptable
to fail the Goal.




What do you think?
I'd be curious: ‘



But either way, one thing's
for sure: you eat an elephant
piece by piece.




So what's our short goal, our
short incentive for action, that
can start things moving?




T
N

We could leverage it to
transform our approach
towards the way we design
and think Water Management.






It might also be an
opportunity to zoom out
before we zoom In:



















And if beyond the rationale
and the path forward, you need
this extra motivation kick to
start changing the world, let's
conclude with the pep-talk!







